Common Core Learning Standards for Algebra Information
Students enrolled in Integrated Algebra and Integrated Algebra Honors will be the first class required by  New York State Education Department to take the new Common Core Assessment for Algebra Regents on June 3, 2014. 

The Common Core State Standards requires students to:

• Gain the knowledge and skills that they need to think and work at a deeper level

• Think critically about what they read and the math that they do

• Focus on fewer critical concepts in mathematics but go more in depth

• Build students’ abilities to apply what they have learned to the real world

What does this mean for you and your child? What has changed?

• Students will need to be able to apply concepts and procedures they have learned and transfer them to new situations they have never seen before.

• Students will need to be attentive, purposeful readers even in math class. The level of reading that this new curriculum requires is more challenging than what students have previously been used to. Students will need to be willing to read and re-read for meaning in order to solve many of the problems they are presented, much like in real life in which problems do not arise with clear step by step directions.

• Students will need to develop a deeper understanding of why and how the mathematic works in order to be able to apply their mathematical knowledge on exams. To do this, students must be actively engaged in the rich mathematical discussions that will be occurring in class.

• Part of the problem solving is persevering through and making multiple attempts. Some of the most valuable learning comes from analyzing attempts and identifying miss-steps.

What steps can you take to help your child outside of school?

1. Show your enthusiasm for your child’s study of mathematics.

2. Encourage your child to be persistent; make sure that he or she knows that mathematics requires patience, practice, and time to think and reflect.

3. Urge your child to ask the teacher questions either during or after class.

4. Encourage your child to review class notes every night. If there is something he or she doesn’t understand, tell your child to look at the answers and work backwards to determine how the solution was found.

